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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 General Introduction 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan were commissioned to undertake a targeted invasive species 
survey of Cleanrath Wind Farm and new grid connection route, Co. Cork. The purpose of the 
survey was to satisfy the pre-construction survey requirements, in relation to invasive species 
as per commitments made in all the various planning documentation and consolidated in the 
CEMP of Planning Reference No. 15/06966 (ABP Ref. PL 04.246742). 
 
This survey comprised a pre-construction walkover survey, carried out on behalf of Cleanrath 
Windfarm Ltd. The site location and survey area (grid connection route and development 
footprint) is shown in Figure 1.1. This document has been prepared with reference to current 
legislation and best practice guidelines in the identification and management of invasive alien 
species listed on the ‘Third Schedule’ of Regulations 49 and 50 of the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011). The document does not provide 
advice or guidance with reference to waste legislation.  

1.2 Statement of Authority 
Field surveys of the grid connection route and the Cleanrath Windfarm were undertaken by 
Julie O’Sullivan (BSc., MSc.), Irene Sullivan (BSc.) and David McNicholas (BSc., MSc., MCIEEM). 
This report has been written by Irene Sullivan (BSc.), an appropriately qualified ecologist, and 
David McNicholas (BSc., MSc., MCIEEM) who has over 8 years’ ecological consultancy 
experience. This report has been reviewed by Pat Roberts (B.Sc., MCIEEM) who has over 14 
years’ experience in ecological assessment. 

1.3 Objectives 
The objectives of this report are summarised below: 
 

 Provide general best practice guideline measures for the control and management of 
invasive species. 

 Provide detailed recommendations for the management of invasive species listed on 
the Third Schedule of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011). 

1.4 Overview of Site Works 
In summary the project consists of the following: 
 

 Erection of wind turbines; 
 Construction of foundations and hardstanding areas in respect of each turbine; 
 Upgrade of existing site entrance from public road; 
 Excavation of borrow pits; 
 Construction of 1 no. electricity substation (which will operate at a voltage up to 38 

kV);  
 The inclusion for a 38 KV cable from Cleanrath Wind Farm which will require an 

additional cable trench within the wind farm site; 
 Installation of approximately 3.5 km of up to 33 kV underground cabling and 

associated underground communication cables between the turbines and the on-site 
38 kV substation; 
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Figure 1.1Cleanrath Wind Farm Development

Cleanrath Wind Farm, Co. Cork
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Figure 2.1Invasive Records - Cleanrath Grid Connection

180655 - Cleanrath Construction Compliance

Rhododendron 
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Grid connection route
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Figure 2.2Invasive Records - Cleanrath East

180655 - Cleanrath Construction Compliance
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